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had a break of six months, which were spent
partly in Switzerland, partly in Germany. In
the former place he devoted himself to the
study of French, and became fluent in the
language, as we may see by the speeches which
he made to the French Canadians in later years.
At Heidelberg he had a glimpse of University
life, and made good progress in his know-
ledge of German. From this time forward
the royal brothers were separated in their
studies. Prince Albert Victor remained at
home, whilst Prince George, in May 1883,
was appointed to the Canada, which was then
on the North American and West Indies
station. He gained a first-class in seamanship,
and in 1885 was made a lieutenant. His boy-
hood's days were over, and he was now devot-
ing himself seriously to the profession which he
intended to follow through all its stages, so as
to serve his country as one of her naval sons.
His ambition was to emulate heroes whose
biographies had delighted his boyish days. To
see the spots where Vernon and Anson, Howe,
Rodney, and Nelson fought and conquered,
building up their country's supremacy at sea,
must kindle the imagination of any English
lad, and Prince George was no exception. He
rejoiced that he had an elder brother who could
bear the burden of kingship and leave him free